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Victorian cemeteries of the mid 19th century offered both permanent and public 
commemorative sites to a culture which placed commemoration at its very 
centre. The look of the cemetery, comprising its overall design, landscaping, and 
architecture was inevitably of great importance and none more so than Ryde 
Cemetery which hosts an abundance of Victorian funerary architecture, buildings 
and landscaping.

Ryde has one of the best collections of Regency and early Victorian architecture 
in Britain. Its rapid expansion in the early 19th century saw many people of 
importance residing, or visiting Ryde on a regular basis. As a result of the town’s 
rapid growth, the graveyard of St Thomas’ church became full. In 1842, George 
Player donated one acre of land where the Chapel of St Paul (the old Mortuary) 
was built and consecrated, and Ryde Cemetery opened. Predating the Burial Act of 
1853, it was the first municipal cemetery on the Isle of Wight.

Ryde Cemetery soon became an integral part of our local heritage and provides 
us with both historical and tangible link to the town’s social history and Victorian 
prosperity. This is clearly evidenced in the abundance of fine stone memorials, 
vaults and tombs dedicated to the many families that formed and shaped the 
town as we know it today. 

The 12 acre cemetery is also a remarkable ecological area. Rich in wild flowers, it 
hosts a wide variety of flora and fauna and represents a rare natural green space 
and conservation area within a modern urban setting.

The symmetry of the central North and South Chapels built in 1861 and the formal 
network of pathways integrated throughout the site formed an interesting and 
varied scene. The combination of the three Victorian chapels and the grand and 
modest tombs of Ryde’s richest and poorest folk create a uniquely interesting 
place. Sadly, the years took their toll; the original boundary railings erected in 1880 
were sacrificed during World War 2 and replaced with unsightly chain links fencing 
and barbed wire. This period of neglect resulted in a cemetery overgrown with ivy, 
brambles and wild shrubs only providing a home to decaying buildings. 

In 2005, the cemetery was almost derelict and a haven for vandalism and misuse. 
Driven by the desire of Friends of Ryde Cemetery (FORC) and the Isle of Wight 
Council’s Bereavement Services to restore the cemetery and conserve its heritage 
for the long term community benefit, the Ryde Cemetery Restoration project was 
born. 

RYDE CEMETERY RESTORATION PROJECT
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In 2007, funding was secured by the Isle of Wight Council from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) to restore Ryde Cemetery and the project commenced on a 
three year programme. At first, a Landscape Assessment was produced and then 
extensive repairs and restoration of the three Victorian Chapels and grounds were 
undertaken. The archway entrance, some key tombs and monuments, boundary 
walls, the main carriageway surface and railings were restored and, where possible, 
brought back to their former Victorian glory. The cemetery now offers a holistic 
conservation, heritage and educational experience within a natural green space 
environment. 

The HLF funded restoration project was completed in September 2010, culminating 
in the opening launch of the Heritage Learning Centre. However, the restoration 
programme continues with the help of volunteer groups FORC and Ryde Social 
Heritage Group (RSHG) working alongside the Ryde Cemetery Sexton employed by 
the Isle of Wight Council and a robust 10 year Management and Maintenance plan 
in operation. New challenges, no doubt, will continue in maintaining this valuable 
heritage site but the restored historic legacies will remain as a testament to the 
community of Ryde both past and present and also into the future.

The Heritage Resource and Learning Centre (Central North Chapel)

The cemetery with its Victorian architecture and valuable conservation area hosts 
access to a complete heritage learning experience, offering an abundance of 
opportunity for heritage research and conservation activity to interest people of all 
ages.

One of the main objectives of the Restoration Project was to provide a Heritage 
Resource and Learning Centre and the North Chapel seemed the perfect location.

The Resource Centre offers visitors, schools, organisations and the local community 
opportunities to research genealogy and heritage through its suite of computers. 
Maps and records of the cemetery are available to view as well as displays relating 
to the heritage and conservation contained in the cemetery.

School groups are encouraged to visit the Resource Centre and to undertake 
activities in the cemetery which can support learning in all Key Stage areas. The 
cemetery offers many opportunities to study arts, photography, language, history, 
mathematics, natural history and much more. By engaging children and young 
people in activities in the cemetery, the aim is to demonstrate to them the value of 
this wonderful green space in our town. In the future, we hope that these people 
will ensure the continuing maintenance and care of this important heritage site.

The Resource Centre in the middle of the Cemetery provides a natural starting and 
ending point for the Cemetery Heritage Trail. 

Introduction

Ryde Cemetery Heritage Trail has been produced as a collaboration between Ryde 
Social Heritage Group, the Friends of Ryde Cemetery and Bereavement Services as 
an output of the Ryde Cemetery Restoration Project.

The trail is a self guided walking tour of the cemetery and will provide you with 
historical detail as well as information on some of the flora and fauna to be found 
in the cemetery. The trail should take between one and two hours to complete. 
The trail keeps mainly to the pathways and we advise you to look out for uneven or 
slippery ground and for vegetation that may overhang some of the paths.

Some of the graves included on the Heritage Trail were overgrown and have been 
cleared by the Friends of Ryde Cemetery to enable information to be obtained 
from the memorials. 

Ryde Social Heritage Group has recorded information from the memorials 
and then carried out research to find out detail about the lives and deaths of the 
people buried in Ryde Cemetery.

The Heritage Trail starts at the Learning Resource Centre which is the northern of 
the two central chapels.

THE HERITAGE TRAIL 
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STOP 1 - THE OLD PARISH CEMETERY

Start at the North Chapel and head towards the West Street entrance. Stop 
about half way between the chapels and the gate and look to your right across 
to the old chapel on West Street. 

This area is known as the Old Parish Cemetery, It is the oldest part of the 
cemetery and opened in 1842.

In the late 1830s the graveyard at St Thomas’ Church, Ryde was becoming full and 
there was an urgent need for a new burial ground. George Player, the Lord of the 
Manor, offered one acre of land on the outskirts of the town to be used for the 
new cemetery. The offer was accepted and a rate was raised to cover the cost of 
building a stone wall to enclose the cemetery. 

Buried in the Old Parish Cemetery are 
many of the men and women who helped 
in the development of Ryde. 
One such person is Thomas Dashwood, 
a Master Builder who built many of the 
landmark buildings in the town including 
Brigstocke Terrace, the Town Hall, St 
Thomas and Holy Trinity churches as well 
as many private houses.

The Old Parish Cemetery is a nature 
conservation area, this means that the 
grass is left to grow during the summer 
months. The cemetery was established on 
ancient meadow land and because there 
has been no use of herbicides in this area 
it becomes a picture with many meadow 
flowers growing. These wild flowers in 
turn attract many butterflies and insects.

Walk almost to the main gate and take 
the path towards the Old Chapel, the 
next stop is outside the chapel door 
facing in to the cemetery.

STOP 2 - THE CHAPEL TO ST PAUL

Stand outside the chapel door and look into the cemetery. 

This area is very pretty in the Springtime when the ground is carpeted with 
primroses and crocuses.

The cemetery was officially opened when the chapel to St Paul was consecrated in 
1842. Ryde Cemetery is older than any of the Island’s other municipal cemeteries 
and predates the Burial Act of 1853 by over 10 years. 

Near to the chapel door is a group of three graves of distinguished Doctors: 
Dr Mark Brown, Dr Henry Phené and Dr Ambrose Dodd. Dr Dodd was 
influential in the establishment of the Royal IW Infirmary - he called the first 
meeting to discuss the idea of an infirmary for the Island in December 1845 and 
he was the main fundraiser. Sadly 
he died in January 1847 before 
the foundation stone was laid, but 
he was still acknowledged as the 
founder of the Royal IW Infirmary.

Nearby is the grave of The Hon. 
Edward and Lady Katherine 
Stewart, surrounded by high 
railings. Edward Stewart was born 
at Wigton in October 1785, the 
seventh son of the seventh Earl of 
Galloway. He joined the military 
and worked his way up to Major 
of Brigade on the North British 
staff. At 21 he was elected MP for 
the Wigton district and resigned 
when he was appointed Commissioner for victualling the navy. He subsequently 
became Deputy Chairman of the Board of Customs. He retired in 1846 and moved 
to Ryde where he died on 27 August 1851 aged 69 years.

Follow the path past the chapel, turn right and walk near to the boundary 
wall along Adelaide Place. The path is a little unclear here so head for the large 
granite obelisk, the memorial to the Brigstocke family. 
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STOP 3 - “MILLIONAIRES’ ROW”

Stand near the large grey granite memorial to the Brigstocke family.

There are many grand and ornate graves along the path towards the chapels and 
this row is known locally as “Millionaires’ Row”.

By the late 1850s the original Old Parish Cemetery was beginning to fill up 
and there was a need to find more land. Various options were considered and 
eventually four acres of land adjoining the existing cemetery were purchased from 
the Player estate. The extension was made to the north and west of the cemetery 
in 1862. The driveway and paths were laid out, the two central chapels and the 
Cemetery Lodge were also built at that time. The chapel to St Paul closed and later 
became the town mortuary.

The Brigstocke Family became significant in Ryde when Captain Thomas Robert 
Brigstocke RN married Elizabeth Lydia Player, daughter of George Player, Lord of 
the Manor of Ryde. When George Player died his son-in-law became the lord of the 
manor. The last Lord of the Manor was George Robert Brigstocke who died in 1957, 
his two sons having predeceased him. 

Along “Millionaires’ Row” you will find memorials to more influential and important 
people to Ryde, one of these is Sir James Lilyman Caldwell, see next page.

When you have finished looking at “Millionaires’ Row” continue on the path 
along the south of the cemetery until you reach the path dividing New 
Cemetery Sections E and H.

SIR JAMES LILYMAN CALDWELL

Sir James Lilyman Caldwell’s grave is the twelfth grave along on the right hand 
side and is the in the corner of a large family plot surrounded by iron railings.

Sir James Lilyman Caldwell born at Greenwich in 1770, joined the Royal (Madras) 
Engineers in 1787 and served in many famous battles. He was at the 1st siege of 
Seringapatam under Cornwallis and at the 2nd siege and capture of Seringapatam 
in 1799 where he was comrade-in-arms to the Duke of Wellington. Despite being 
severely wounded three times he continued to serve and rise through the ranks. 
He was created GCB in 1848; and General in 1854. He attained the distinction of 
being the oldest officer in the military service.

He purchased Beachlands in Dover Street, Ryde in about 1843 and made it his 
home when he retired. He was one of the founders of the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 
and of the Royal IW Infirmary, having been one of the largest contributors to the 
funds for the hospital. 

He was a “Fine Old English 
Gentleman.” At Christmas 
the best suite of rooms in 
his house were set apart 
for a ball and supper for his 
domestics and tradesmen, 
and he and his family joined 
them. Sir James died in June 
1863 aged 93 years. On the 
day of his funeral an ancient 
custom was observed - a 
dole of a gallon of bread was 
distributed to 93 poor widows, the number corresponding with his years.

His grave is marked with a chest tomb with a stone cross laid on top and 
surrounded by six cannons holding iron chains. 

Follow the path along the south side of the cemetery until you reach the path 
dividing the New Cemetery section E and H.
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STOP 5 - PELLHURST ROAD ENTRANCE

Stand just inside the Pellhurst Road Entrance and look across the cemetery

This entrance was shut and locked for many years following a spate of vandalism 
in the cemetery in the 1970s. As part of the Ryde Cemetery Restoration project 
the mesh-fencing has been replaced with new railings more in keeping with 
the Cemetery’s Victorian heritage, the gate pillars have been repaired, the gates 
replaced and some old trees removed to enable new burial plots to be created.

As you look across the cemetery you will notice a number of simple white Portland 
Stone headstones scattered about. These memorials mark war graves and are 
maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. In Ryde Cemetery 
there are 52 War Graves - 23 from World War 1 and 29 from World War 2. There are 
also 32 civilian war dead commemorated in Ryde Cemetery. Twelve of them died 
on the same day 22 June 1941, when the German Air Force, the Luftwaffe dropped 
mines by parachute over Ryde. In Church Street (now St Michael’s Avenue) twenty 
houses were wrecked and in Bettesworth Road the school was reduced to rubble. 
As well as the twelve dead about 50 people were injured and 130 people were 
made homeless. 

There are many more memorials in the cemetery commemorating the lives and 
deaths of people who served their country and many who were killed in action.

The Green Woodpecker is often seen swooping just above the headstones in this 
part of the cemetery, so keep your eyes open and you may see it too! Other birds 
that have been spotted in the cemetery include, Blackbirds, Robins, Blue tits, Crows, 
Jays, Sparrows, Goldfinches and Greenfinches. On summer evenings the cemetery 
is filled with birdsong.

Now walk back down the central driveway towards the chapels and stop near 
the first turning circle.

STOP 4 - THE NEW CEMETERY

Stand at the southern end of the path dividing the New Cemetery sections E 
and H.

By the late 1870s the cemetery was again full and a further extension was needed. 
More land was purchased from the Player estate and the cemetery was extended 
in the early 1880s up to the present 
day Pellhurst Road boundary. This area 
is called The New Cemetery.

Near where you are standing on the 
western side of the path is the grave 
of General Sir Sam Browne VC GCB 
KCSI. A hero of the Indian Mutiny, he 
was awarded the VC for his part in a 
battle during which his left arm was 
severed at the shoulder. Despite his 
injury he continued to serve in the 
army. Some time after the incident he 
invented a belt, with a diagonal cross 
strap, to compensate for the difficulty 
his disability caused with wearing his 
officer’s sword. After his death the 
‘’Sam Browne Belt’ became standard issue. Sam Browne retired to Ryde and he died 
at The Wood, St John’s Park in March 1901 aged 77 years. This grave has suffered 
from subsidence, the cross slid off its base and broke and was restored during the 
Restoration Project.

Close by is the grave of a French gentleman, Camille Leon Dacher Villetard. As 
a young man Camille fell in love with a local girl and spent the rest of his life in 
Ryde. He was kind and sociable and had many friends. He was a director of the Gas 
Company for 12 years, he presented Ryde Corporation with a Loving Cup to be 
used at banquets. He died in October 1901 aged 62 years.

Walk towards the Pellhurst Road end of the cemetery and stop by the gate.
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STOP 6 - CENTRAL DRIVEWAY, NEW CEMETERY

Walk back down the central driveway towards the chapels and stop before you 
reach the turning circle 

When you see the section marker stone on the right hand side, look for two similar 
headstones a few rows into the cemetery, one of which has a stone anchor. This is 
the resting place of two brave men, Frank Haynes and Henry Heward, who lost 
their lives in the Selina Lifeboat disaster on 1 January 1907.

Walk on and stop at the turning circle. 

Near the turning circle on the left you will see a grave marked with a broken 
column, iron posts and chains. George Gibson Bussey was buried here in October 
1889. He was an industrialist and inventor and ran a successful business in London 
manufacturing guns and sports equipment. In the 1880s he purchased Brookfield 
near Ryde and once a year all his employees were entertained in the beautiful 
grounds of the house. Just before he died he announced his intention to become 
a candidate for the IW Council and was also seeking election as a Ryde Town 
Councillor.

From here continue walking towards the 
central chapels but stop just before you 
reach The Bothy, where the toilets are.

STOP 7 - CENTRAL DRIVEWAY, NEW CEMETERY 

Stand at the junction between the central driveway and the wide path 
separating sections B and D of the New Cemetery.

The impressive ‘table tomb’ on the left hand side of the central driveway marks 
the grave of Michael Maybrick. He was nine times Mayor of Ryde and was 
internationally famous as a singer and as a composer using the pseudonym 
Stephen Adams. Michael Maybrick died in August 1913. His grave was cleaned 
and restored as part of the Restoration Project.

Adjacent to the grave of Michael Maybrick is the memorial to the Barton Family. 
Isaac Barton, who died in November 1907, was one of the leading building 
contractors on the Island, the noble spire of the All Saints Church being one of the 
many works he successfully carried out. He was one of the most active members 
of the Town Council, an Alderman and a Justice of the Peace, and Mayor of the 
Borough in 1889-90.

Walk on and turn left into the Catholic Section of the cemetery.
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STOP 8 - THE CATHOLIC SECTION

Walk past the Bothy and turn left into the Catholic Section of the Cemetery. 

You will soon see the large cross 
marking the centre of the Catholic 
cemetery which was consecrated by 
Bishop Grant in 1863. Near the cross 
a number of priests are buried. One 
of these is the Right Rev Dr John 
Baptiste Cahill, Bishop of Portsmouth 
who died in August 1910. 

He moved to Ryde in 1866 as curate at 
St Mary’s Church and two years later 
became rector. He spent 37 years in 
Ryde, and won the respect of all who 
came into contact with him. Even after 
he left Ryde he made frequent visits to 
his ‘old parish’. When he died his body 
was returned to Ryde and buried near 
his two brothers (also priests) in Ryde 
Cemetery. On the day of his funeral 
people of Ryde lined the streets in their 
hundreds as the coffin was carried 
up Union Street and the High Street. The bell tolled mournfully as the funeral 
procession passed St Mary’s Church. Most of the shops en-route closed while the 
procession passed, a remarkable sign of respect for a Roman Catholic priest in 
Edwardian England. 

At the end of the path is an impressive angel next to a tall cross. This is the grave 
of Sir Thomas Acquin Martin. Thomas spent much of his life abroad - he was an 
industrial pioneer in India and Agent-General in Afghanistan. His company was 
involved in the construction of light railways, jute mills, water works and collieries 
in India as well as many palaces and important buildings. The tropical climate 
took a toll on his health and he spent the later part of his life in Europe. He died at 
Binstead House on 29 April 1906 aged 56.

Follow the path along the northern side of the cemetery and stop when you are 
level with the two central chapels.

STOP 9 - NORTH SIDE OF OLD CEMETERY 

Walk down the path and look for the grave of Charles and Ann Colenutt on the 
left. It has a triangular pointed top. 

On the opposite side of the path and three plots into the cemetery you will find 
the Mew family plot, marked with two identical headstones. One of these is the 
grave of Henry Mew who was superintendent of this cemetery for 20 years. He 
died in January 1877.

Another of the cemetery superintendents is buried nearby. Take the path towards 
the chapels and the grave of Henry Butcher is one plot away from the path 
on the right just before the turning circle. Henry Butcher retired as cemetery 
superintendent in June 1911 after many years service. The Council in accepting his 
resignation noted that the cemetery had been kept in a beautiful condition, greatly 
admired by many thousands of visitors while Mr Butcher had been in charge. 

Walk back away from the chapels and continue along the northern boundary 
path which is marked by a high bank on the left hand side and a dip to the 
right. 

Ahead on the right is a large obelisk marking the Carter family plot. Francis 
Carter was a well respected businessman in the town. He was a carriage and 
harness maker and kept livery 
stables employing 25 people. He 
had held the post of overseer, was 
a deacon of the Congregational 
Church and a director of the Vectis 
Building Society. He was a kind and 
unobtrusive man and did many 
good works by stealth as he had 
no desire to find fame. He died in 
May 1897. A large self seeded tree 
grew in this plot for many years and 
caused considerable damage, the 
tree was removed and the grave 
restored during the Restoration 
Project.

Close by under the deodar cedar tree you will find the memorial to William 
Thomas Rickard VC. Read about him on the page after the map.
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WILLIAM THOMAS RICKARD VC

To find William Rickard’s grave look for the grave of Peter Grundy which is next 
to the path and two rows before the Carter memorial, Rickard’s grave is the 
fourth headstone away from the path towards the Deodar Cedar tree. 

William Rickard was born on 21 February 1828 and joined the Royal Navy at a 
young age. He took part in several engagements in the Crimean campaign and 
joined HMS Weser as Quartermaster under the command of Capt John Commerell 
in 1855. They were ordered to take part in the bombardment of Sevastopol and the 
Captain learnt that large quantities of corn and forage were stored on the Crimean 
shore of the Livash. Realising the importance of these stores to the enemy, Capt 
Commerell undertook to destroy the supplies. William Rickard was the first to 
volunteer with George Milestone and two other seamen. In darkness the five men 
rowed in a small boat towards the Putrid Sea. The whole area was swarming with 
Cossacks.

Two men were left in the boat while Capt Commerell, Rickard and Milestone 
continued on foot two and a half miles to reach the stores. Close by was a guard 
house and a village where the Cossacks were encamped. Undaunted the three 
pressed on and managed to set fire to stacks of straw. The straw ignited easily and 
within moments the whole store was ablaze arousing the Cossack guard. The glow 
of the fire revealed the three gallant men running with great speed towards their 
waiting craft.
 
The Cossacks set off in pursuit and almost caught the party but the men in the 
rowing boat opened fire on the pursuers. As they neared the boat Milestone 
slipped and fell into mud. William Rickard, although exhausted, pulled his 
colleague free and carried him 30 yards, under heavy fire, to the waiting boat and 
they finally reached the safety of their ship. Capt Commerell and William Richard 
were awarded the VC for their part in the daring raid. 

William Rickard later joined the Coastguard service and his last appointment was as 
Chief Officer of the Ryde Coastguard Station. He retired in the 1870s and became 
Boatman at Ryde Rowing Club. He died on 21 February 1905. His grave has been 
cleaned and restored as part of the Restoration Project.

Continue along the path and stop at the north-east corner.

STOP 10 - NORTHEAST CORNER 

Walk along the path with the bank on your left until you reach the grave of 
Thomas and Fanny Dashwood, marked by a polished ledger stone of pink 
granite. 

On the opposite side of the path and about six graves away you will see a stone 
cross raised up on a plinth. The front of the stone cross is ornately carved with 
flowers. This marks the grave of Mr John Henry Burt, who was Superintendent of 
Ryde Borough Police for a number of years. He died suddenly and unexpectedly as 
the result of an illness in June 1880 at the age of 45 years. He was greatly regarded 
by the constables and they raised a subscription to pay for the monument to be 
erected in memory of their former colleague. 

Walk now to the north-east corner of the cemetery. 

Just before the path turns back towards the central driveway, on the raised bank 
on the left, is the impressive grave of Thomas Hellyer. This grave was completely 
obscured by brambles for many years and became damaged by the overgrowth. 
The grave was restored 
during the Restoration 
Project. Thomas Hellyer was 
an architect who lived and 
worked in Ryde and was 
responsible for designing 
many of the buildings in the 
town including Holy Trinity 
Church, St John’s Church, 
the Royal IW Infirmary 
(demolished 1995), Oakfield 
School (demolished), and 
Sturbridge House, home of 
Robert Yelf and later to become Little Appley School. Thomas and his wife Harriett 
lived at Bouverie in Melville Street, and later at Elmwood in Queen’s Road. Harriet 
died in July 1889 and Thomas died in March 1894, aged 82. Hellyer’s grave is 
unique and it is believed that it was built to his own design.

You have now reached the end of the Ryde Cemetery Heritage Trail, but if 
you return to the north chapel you will be able to learn much more about the 
cemetery and about people buried here.
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FRIENDS OF RYDE CEMETERY

FORC was initially established with the aim of rejuvenating a cemetery that had 
fallen into serious neglect. With insufficient funds the IW Council’s Bereavement 
Services Department was unable to maintain the cemetery to the standards that 
it deserved. Malcolm Houghton, the Bereavement Services Manager at the time, 
along with Cllr Ian Stephens and a small but dedicated group of volunteers set the 
wheels in motion to begin what would be a mammoth task. 

They started to generate interest in the cemetery itself by posting flyers locally 
advertising that a Friends of Ryde Cemetery group was being formed and inviting 
residents to join and the group soon began to grow. 

Initially FORC cleared a large area of the cemetery containing some very grand 
and ornate graves exposing for the first time in many years some fine examples 
of memorial architecture. A committee was formed and the group set about 
formulating a cemetery management plan. It soon became apparent that the 
surrounding boundaries, walls, railings and the three chapels were all of significant 
architectural interest. A decision was made to concentrate on trying to secure 
funding to have these fully restored. 

Discussions with the IW Council indicated that funding was unavailable for the 
project to move forward, so the IW Council supported by FORC submitted a bid for 
lottery funding. The application for funding was to transform the cemetery to its 
former ‘Victorian glory.’ The bid was successful and a grant of about £450,000 was 
secured in 2006 to restore all the buildings and boundaries and for a conservation 
management plan to be formulated to ensure maintenance of the cemetery for a 
further ten years after the project was completed. 

For more information about FORC visit our website
www.friendsofrydecemetery.org

RYDE SOCIAL HERITAGE GROUP 

RSHG was first formed in 2002 by a small group of friends and was formally 
constituted in 2005. RSHG exists to record, document and share information about 
the history of Ryde. Our work starts in Ryde Cemetery where we are recording 
information from the memorials and have produced a complete set of plot maps 
for the whole of the cemetery.

In 2004 RSHG was awarded a Heritage Lottery grant of £22,500 which enabled 
us to expand our group, build a website, have a display case installed in Ryde 
Cemetery, produce leaflets and publications about Ryde Cemetery and a 152 full 
colour book about Ryde called Ryde’s Heritage, Our Town, Your Histories. We 
successfully completed our project in June 2008.

Membership of Ryde Social Heritage Group is open to anyone with an interest in 
the history of Ryde. Membership is £10 a year and members are invited to attend 
quarterly meetings in January, April, July and October and receive copies of our 
quarterly magazine “Beyond the Graves”.

RSHG has a number of different work groups members can join:

Transcribing Group - records the inscriptions and takes photographs of all the 
readable memorials in the cemetery.

Research Group - carries out research at the IW Record Office and various other 
sources to find out about the lives and deaths of the people buried in Ryde 
Cemetery.

Publications Group - produces booklets, leaflets, exhibitions and displays.

If you would like to know more about Ryde Social Heritage Group please have a 
look at our website www.rshg.org.uk

Friends of 
Ryde Cemetery
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THE MAPPING PROJECT

Mapping of Ryde Cemetery was one of the special conditions of the Heritage 
Lottery Funding for the Restoration Project and David Earle of the Ryde Social 
Heritage Group has almost single-handedly achieved this objective, a task that 
has taken him five years!

David Earle wandered into Ryde Cemetery in the summer of 2005, picked up a 
leaflet about RSHG and became a Member of the Group with no idea of what 
would be involved. After attending a couple of Meetings he recklessly offered 
to produce maps of the Cemetery. Sally-Ann Garrett and Janette Gregson gave 
him a lot of help but, rather cunningly, little indication of the full extent of the 
work involved. They suggested that David should start mapping in the south-east 
corner, the Old Parish Cemetery, as that would probably be the most difficult area 
to map. They were not mistaken! The layout of the plots in that area was random 
and the map from Bereavement Services that was given to him could not be 
relied upon. Starting with Map RSHG 001 and the grave of Elizabeth Barkham in 
Plot Number 23 David had to draw individual adjoining graves on his draft map in 
relation to each other as he progressed. From the details obtained in the Cemetery 
the Maps are produced using computer software and Alpha Indexes are compiled 
as locating graves without them would be almost impossible.

Mapping the most difficult area first turned out to be useful as problems 
experienced were resolved while David was fresh to the job, enthusiastic and could 
still walk and bend with ease. The basic method for recording graves that had 
visible markers, and those with no markers or obscured by foliage was determined 
in that area and required little amendment as the work progressed. Symbols were 
later developed and added to the Maps to indicate Commonwealth Commission 
War Graves, graves where a headstone had fallen face down and an approximation 
of the canopy cover of larger trees.

In the Old Cemetery David received valuable help from RSHG Members Lydia 
Jackson and Stephen Day. With their help the production of Maps speeded up and 
Lydia’s untimely death in June 2009 was a great blow. The initial mapping has now 
been completed and David deeply regrets that he cannot report this to Lydia.

The approximate scale based on the Bereavement Services map resulted 
rather fortunately in three rows of Maps between Adelaide Place and the Main 
Carriageway and two rows between the Main Carriageway and the northern 
boundary for the Old Cemeteries. When those thirty Maps were completed and 
mapping moved into the New Cemetery there was a major change. The graves

THE MAPPING PROJECT 

there are aligned in rows north/south and east/west which makes the mapping 
much easier. Computer drawn Maps are prepared and compared with the graves 
on the ground instead of hand drawing each grave.

Initially David calculated that sixty-one Maps would be required but actually only 
fifty-six were needed. The fact that the Cemetery boundaries veer southwards and 
the Maps do not fit so neatly within the boundaries has resulted in some of them 
only covering a few graves.

David has found the work repetitive but not uninteresting, as there is always an 
unusual name or memorial to break the monotony. It can be very pleasant in nice 
weather but David finds that some of the graves depress him. In particular the 
graves of young children and graves with wording like ‘His body lies somewhere in 
the valley of the Somme’.

Preliminary mapping of the whole Cemetery is now complete but there is actually 
no end to the work that needs to be done. As the Transcription Group move across 
the Cemetery the Maps and Alpha Indexes have to be updated or corrected in 
accordance with their reading of the inscriptions and of course any new burials 
need to be added to the Maps and Indexes.

The results of the mapping and indexing can be obtained from the Ryde Social 
Heritage Group website www.rshg.org.uk
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NATURAL HISTORY

Spring

In Springtime primroses and bluebells carpet vast areas 
of the cemetery, especially The Old Parish Cemetery, 
which is now a designated conservation area. There 
are masses of yellow flowers including daffodils and 
crocuses and in the New Cemetery mauve crocuses 
grow.

As winter retreats and the sun rises early in the morning, 
the birds respond to the first light with the ‘dawn chorus’, 
all joining together in song to welcome the new day. 
Male songbirds sing to attract potential females, protect 
their territory and to warn off other males. As soon as it is 
light enough to look for food, the dawn chorus comes to 
a close so you have to be an ‘early bird’ to hear it.

Wild flowers are abundant: Ivy-leafed Toadflax, 
Nipplewort, Smooth Hawk’s Beard, Germander 
Speedwell, Wood Anemone, Oxlips, Dandelions, 
Chickweed, Celandines, Daisies, Wild Strawberry, Field 
Pennycress, Bluebells, Buttercups, and possibly even a 
Forget-me-not growing against a kerb stone, Ribwort 
Plantain, Bugle, Red Campion, Scarlet Pimpernel, Vetch 
both Tufted and Common, Red Clover, Common 
Groundsell, Goose Grass, Black Medick and Chick 
Weed. 

In April you may see a swarm of black flies slowly flying 
through the air with their long black legs dangling. 
Called St Mark’s flies (Bibio marci), they usually appear 
on or around 25 April which is St Mark’s day. They are 
also known as Hawthorn flies and normally disappear 
after just a fortnight. They inhabit hedgerows and the 
woodland edges, and help with the pollination of fruit 
trees, while their larvae feed on leaf mould.
 

NATURAL HISTORY

Summer

The meadow flowers come in to their own in the summer months making the 
Cemetery a picturesque sight. They attract many flying insects to the area, which in 
turn attract the birds.

A huge variety of bugs and insects can be found in the cemetery: ants, woodlice, 
earwigs, ladybirds, beetles and spiders as well as beautiful butterflies and moths. 
In addition, damsel flies, several types of hover fly, bees and wasps can be found. 
So far no snakes have been seen but there are Slow Worms. There are wild (or 
semi-wild) cats that frequent the cemetery and the garden of the Lodge, as do 
hedgehogs and mice.

Butterfly habitats include Stinging Nettles and Bird’s 
Foot Trefoil, which are at risk if too much tidying up of 
the cemetery is done. Luckily, there is now a designated 
conservation area in the Old Parish Cemetery where 
the meadow flowers are allowed to grow and bloom all 
summer. Trees provide the dappled shade preferred 
by some species. 

Flowering trees in the cemetery include Dogwood, 
Elder, Lotus Tree and Bird Cherry; also in the summer 
many bramble bushes flower promising a good crop 
of blackberries in the autumn. Summer wildflowers 
include Bloody Cranesbill, Scarlet Pimpernel, Bindweed, 
Lords and Ladies and Bitter Sweet.

In July evenings the cemetery is bathed in a pale 
yellow sunlight and this colour emerges as the theme 
for summer because of the abundance of yellow wild 
flowers. Birdsfoot Trefoil adds a brightness all over the 
cemetery. There are masses of it on graves, along the paths, amongst grass and 
in the hedgerows. It is commonly known as ‘’bacon and eggs’ because of its rich 
yolk yellow appearance tinged with meaty red. The paler yellow Hop Trefoil has 
smaller spherical flower heads. Buttercups, Loosestrife, Hawk’s Beard, Black Medick, 
Cinquefoil and Herb Bennet complete the scene - all yellow. 
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NATURAL HISTORY

Autumn

In autumn the brambles (that are 
considered a nuisance for most of the year) 
yield a large harvest of juicy blackberries. 
Autumn is the best time of year to find 
the various interesting types of fungi but, 
unless you are an expert in identification 
of fungi, it’s not a good idea to eat any 
you find in the cemetery as many are 
poisonous. Some of the more colourful 
waxcaps usually arrive later in November. 

The autumn theme is definitely fruits with 
many of the bushes and shrubs heavy with 
berries – Holly, Hawthorn, Ivy, Elder, Privet, 
Yew and Bay, and the roses are adorned with 
shiny, red hips. Many of the bushes attract 
all sorts of insects and bees and are home to 
spiders and their webs. 

The Oak trees have lots of acorns and the 
conkers on the Chestnut trees are also ripe. The 
Beech leaves are turning a beautiful copper, 
later golden orange colour. Cones develop on 
many of the fir trees. Particularly attractive are the 
numerous tiny cedar cones on the large Deodar 
Cedar tree near the North Chapel.

From November the season is definitely on the 
change from autumn to winter. The deciduous 
trees look quite bare and bleak, and many of the 
fallen leaves underfoot are dark and muddy. There 
are many noisy birds; flocks of pigeons, starling and crows,    
which rise from the trees, circle round and then return to their roosts. 

Seasonal change also means there are fewer flying insects. Wild Flowers become 
very scarce apart from a few straggling Herb Robert, Hawk’s Beard and Deadly 
Nightshade.

NATURAL HISTORY

Winter

In winter the rosehips and the red berries on 
the Holly bushes and Yew trees add a welcome 
and vibrant colour to the cemetery and provide 
a food source for the many birds that live there. 
There is at least one resident fox, often heard at 
night but rarely seen.

There are still splashes of colour are here and 
there – Cyclamens, bright red and pink, planted 
on graves in memory of loved ones, Christmas 
wreaths, and roses still blooming in spite of the colder 
weather. 

The Ivy is very attractive with its berries a rich ebony 
colour. Once used as a remedy for rheumatism they 
are usually abundant at this time of year, which is quite 
fortunate as rheumatic conditions often worsen in 
colder, damper weather.

Lichens, an extremely successful partnership between 
fungus and algae, are abundant and can thrive in 
almost any conditions. Research suggests lichens 
could even survive in outer space! Many types 
of black, white and yellow lichens are found 
in the cemetery but with more than 1700 
species in Britain, they are difficult to identify.

In January clumps of Snowdrops and 
Primrose leaves start to appear, and Daffodils 
push through the frosty ground. A large 
expanse of Wild Garlic appears near the 
Pellhurst Road end of the cemetery. 
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BEREAVEMENT SERVICES 

Bereavement Services of the Isle Of Wight Council

Ryde Cemetery is one of twelve cemeteries managed by the Isle of Wight Council’s 
Bereavement Services which are also responsible for eleven closed churchyards 
and the only Crematorium on the Island.

The Bereavement team provide a sensitive service to the public and our aim is to 
deliver these services in accordance with the needs and beliefs of the bereaved 
in an efficient and dignified manner. We offer individual attention, an atmosphere 
of tranquillity, warmth, reverence and respect whilst continuing to provide variety 
and value. 

Members of staff are always happy to assist not only with undertaking burial and 
cremation services or purchasing grave plots, but also to provide heritage research 
support to relatives and visitors in their search for family, friends and people of 
interest. 

Bereavement Services are located at the Isle of Wight Crematorium, Station Lane, 
Whippingham, East Cowes, PO32 6NJ and can be contacted on 01983 882288 or 
883010.

The Chapels are available for hire and terms and conditions are obtainable upon 
request from the Ryde Cemetery Sexton on 01983 568546 or 07807 159605.
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NOTES NOTES



Opening times and hiring of facilities

The cemetery is open from:
April to September 8am to 8pm 
October to March 8.30am to 5pm 

The Learning Centre is open from:
Daily 10am to 4pm (Times may vary according to season fluctuations and staff 
availability)

THIS IS A CEMETERY *

Lives are commemorated - deaths are recorded - families are reunited - memories 
are made tangible - and love is undisguised.
This is a cemetery.

Communities accord respect, families bestow reverence, historians seek 
information and our heritage is thereby enriched.

Testimonies of devotion, pride and remembrance are carved in stone to pay warm 
tribute to the life, not death, of a loved one.

The cemetery is homeland for family memorials that are a sustaining source of 
comfort to the living.

A cemetery is a history of people - a perpetual record of yesterday and a sanctuary 
of peace and quiet today. A cemetery exists because every life is worth loving and 
remembering - always.

* This anonymous piece of text was discovered by Janette Gregson, Chairman of 
Ryde Social Heritage Group while carrying our research into other cemeteries. 


